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Restoration projects! 
 

There has been a beehive of restoration activity this summer at South Union. Because of a grant from the  
E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, work began in April at the 1869 South Union Hotel. First order 
of business was the installation of a new standing seam metal roof. We have also contracted with a company to 
repair and paint all exterior trim. The upstairs rooms have been emptied of furniture and will be soon have new 
paint applied to woodwork, walls, and ceilings. Thanks to funding from Dottie and Wayne Metcalf, the eight 
windows on the façade are being restored to working condition, each with two sets of weights.  
 

Plans are to eventually operate an Airbnb at the hotel, offering three rooms with private baths, and a two-room 
suite with a private bath. Independent heating and cooling units will be installed in the overnight rooms. The 
second level will also have a meeting room and the first floor will retain its three large dining rooms and kitchen, 
with a suite of expanded restrooms.  
 

The 1854 Wash House restoration continues as well! Masons have closed voids in the interior brick walls, cut in 
the 1990s for the installation of ductwork. Reproduction doors, paneled jambs, chair rail, base plank, and pin 
rail have been milled and installed where original elements were removed years ago. A large mantel in one of the 
rooms has just been replicated, copying features from the only surviving mantel in the building. Original plaster 

from the 1850s is being repaired where  
portions are missing. Also, both original 
interior woodwork and new trim are being 
primed and readied for a top coat. 
 

We are most appreciative of Brian Lankford, 
who has funded the restoration of the entire 
first floor of the Wash House. 

The room pictured at left is one of the spaces in 
the Wash House that was dedicated to the  

laundry process. The arched opening was probably 
constructed to house a stove to heat irons. There 
is evidence of a large brick hearth that protruded 

into the room and plans are to rebuild it. The 
small square opening in the wall brought water 
pipes into the room. Large windows throughout 

the house provided abundant light.  



A SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

Thank you to those who contributed to our 2025 annual appeal, which was launched in April. Our goal was 
$35,100.00 and we have received donations in the amount of $41,102.00!   

To $99 
Wayne Barber 
Nicole and Bryce Bettencourt 
Patty Clendennen 
Dave Coleman 
Jeffrey Drake 
Margaret and Roger Futrell 
Keith and Jenny Geiman 
Diane Heise 
Sandra & David Kinser 
Steven Kirkwood 
Michael McClellan 
David and Doris Oaks 
Bill and Karla Roberts 
David and Peggy Watzek 
Dennis Newberry  
 
100.00-249.00 
Sandra Barrow 
Henry W. Boyd, III 
Joe and Julie Bradley 
Pamela Bratcher and Dan Stelling  
Sue Brooks 
Sue Carol Browning  
Susan Buck 
Dale and Beth Clark 
Cheryll Ann Cody 
Esther Coke 
Betty Crabtree  
Sharon Crawford 
Wayne and Nancy Dinsmore  
Rick DuBose 
Bonnie and Scott Eilers 
Gary Gienger 
Beth Hester and Scott Gilbert 
Mark and Laura Hardison  
Nancy Hillenburg 
Donna Hill 
Tommy Hines, Sr. 
Ted Hitchel 
Angie Hoyle 
Tracey Johnson 
Harriette and Meredith Johnson 
Sandra Oberhausen 
Bob and Linda Pulsinelli 
Donald and Lillian Riley 
Mark and Jean Reynolds 
Michael Taylor 
Blake and Jerri Tarpley 
Steven and Marilyn Thore 
Adsmore House and Museum 
Robert Martin and Rick Corbin 
Bob and Marsha Hudson 
Gene Wilson  

 

250.00-499.99 
Jean Balance  
Hanlin Bavely  
Kay Bender 
Bob and Jody Burton    
Leah Eckley 
Vicki Fitch 
Chris and Jobi Givens 
Mike and Leigh Harper 
Kenneth Hatcher 
Laura Harper & David Lee  
Lois Madden 
Ashley and Mary Catherine McAnulty    
Phyliss and Dent Morriss   
Rex & Suzanne Payne    
C. Tracey and Kim Jackson Parks    
Anonymous  
Robert Sanborn  
Jim and Marti Sawyer  
Michael and Jennifer Steen 
Hank and Mary Brockman  
 
500.00-999.00 
Jan and Jim Bohannon 
Thomas Bouldin 
Diana Harris 
George & Darlene Kohrman 
Brenda Longhofer 
Ann Marie and Martin McNamara 
Theodore & Arlene Miles 
Glenn and Marianne Rogers 
Eileen Starr 
Bob & Pam Spiller in memory of Col. Robert and Cora Jane Spiller 
 
1000.000 - $2,499.00 
Jeff Clark and Marion Jackson 
Dick Clay 
Mary Lucy Franklin 
Joseph Stephen Hays 
Marshall Kemp, II 
Wayne and Dottie Metcalf 
Judy and Currie Milliken 
Tom and Emily Perkins Sharp 
John Ridley 
Reggie and Debbie Widick 
John Perkins  
    
5,000.00 
Ridley Wills III      
Brian Lankford      
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In memory 
 

James Grinter served on the staff of South Union  
Shaker Village from 1987-2016. He not only worked 
in all areas of maintenance at the museum, but was 
also an exceptional painter and plasterer. After his 
retirement, James continued to call or to visit, often 
brining us tamales from Russellville. He possessed a 
keen sense of humor, was always positive, and was 
never without a story to tell. He was also faithful to 
his church and loved his family, especially his wife 
Mary, who preceded him in death in 2016. James 
passed away in March of this year and is greatly 
missed by those of us who had the privilege of knowing him.   

 
Laura Nealy Burks became involved at South Union through the  
pageant “Shakertown Revisited” in 1982, portraying Eldress Nancy 
Moore. By 1985 she was serving as assistant stage manager, then directed 
the production in 1986. During her years as a music major at WKU, she 
also performed at Pleasant Hill with Ruth Morriss’ Western Shaker  
Singers. South Union was once again privileged to have Laura involved  
musically when in 1988 the South Union Shaker Quartet was formed. 
Laura, along with husband Stephen Burks, Chandler Fowler Jefferson, 
and Tommy Hines performed at scores of venues, using arrangements of 
Shaker hymns and songs by Stephen, Ted Barr, and others. The group 
even made two recordings. 
 

Laura worked at the museum on several occasions in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s and volunteered during countless Shaker Festivals and  
candlelight tours. She had a serious interest in Shaker history and music  
and became a “fixture” at South Union for many years. Laura passed 
away in August, leaving a lasting legacy of friendship, talent, and music. 
 

 

      Photo by Jeanie Adams 

Photo by Leslie Page  

 

WESTERN SHAKER SINGERS 
 

Ruth Morriss created the Western Shaker Singers in 1978 
and took the ensemble to the Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill 

each September to perform Shaker music in the Meeting 
House. The women in the 1986 cast at right are, left to right, 
Laura Nealy Burks, Shelly Page, Edith Bluhm Carol Guion 

Switzer, unidentified, Susan Zettlemoyer, Leeann Riley  
Morrison, Teresa Saylor, Maria Bluhm, Sally Ann Strickler. 

The men, from top left, are Greg Ashby, Tommy Hines, Keith 
Overton, Tim Minor, Joe Williams, Stan Paschal, Tony  

Conyers, and Greg Britt. Our faithful sponsors, encouragers, 
and chaperones were Ray Clark and Bill and Nancy Gaines.  

Nancy also made the costumes and Ruth Morris arranged the 
music. The group performed from 1978 until 1992.  
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    Photo by Leslie Page  
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More color at south union! 
 

When the exterior restoration of the 1824 Centre House was completed in the 1970s, the architect chose to 
install shutters finished in dark green paint. This made perfect sense in that, according to South Union  
manuscripts, the shutters were painted green in May 1832, a year prior to the building’s completion. Those  
poplar shutters from the 1970s, as well as the shutters that replaced them in 1999, have long deteriorated.  
 

By late 2025, we hope to have brand new shutters installed on the façade of the Centre House. They will not be 
crafted of poplar this time, but of Accoya. A trusted preservation solution, Accoya is “a sustainably sourced  
softwood, typically radiata pine, that has been modified through a non-toxic acetylation process to become a 
highly durable, stable, and rot-resistant wood.” (Google)  This project is funded by the Josephine Ardery  
Foundation, the estate of Tom Moody, Dottie and Wayne Metcalf, and Kay Bender.  
 

While researching the few decorative changes the Shakers made for the Centre House, we discovered a journal 
entry from September 10, 1865, noting that the shutters were being painted Prussian blue. Since we interpret 
the exterior of South Union Shaker Village to the third quarter of the 19th century, it is appropriate that we 
install blue-painted shutters on the Centre House this time. Dr. Susan Buck, conservator and paint analyst,  
recently performed paint analysis on a piece of interior trim salvaged from South Union’s former Meeting 
House. Here she discovered Prussian blue, finding it to be consistent with the blue used in the Shaker villages 
in the northeast. Dr. Buck chose for us a color match and we are having it applied to the new shutters. 
 
The finished product will be a yet another stunning example of the rich, colorful palate chosen by the Shakers 
at South Union. Stay tuned! 

 

Thank you to Dale Spencer for the donation of  
hundreds of hand-turned reproduction South Union pegs for restoration projects! 

 
 

In the ca. 1883 photograph on the left, the Centre House still has its original shutters from 1832. Although the picture was made 
without color photography, the Prussian blue paint was probably still being used. On the right is the Centre House today, prior to 

the installation of the reproduction shutters.  
 

Also notice the difference in the roofing material between the two photos. When the Centre House was first occupied in 1833, the 
building had a wood shake roof. In the 1841 the wooden shingles were removed and replaced with standing seam terne metal. 

Sometime during the last quarter of the 19th century, the Shakers had a red and gray slate roof installed. During the initial  
restoration in the 1970s, the architect chose to return to the metal roof.  



recent acquisitions  
 

South Union Letterhead with manuscript dated February 13, 1870, 
to Dennis, Rowe & Co. from Pearcifield & Ware, South Union. The 
letterhead, using a cabbage-shaped garden seed logo, was printed in 
the 1860s, but the writer has crossed out the “6” and written in a “7” 
to utilize the outdated paper. Also, [Lorenzo] Pearcifield has marked 
through the name of [Jackson] McGown to ensure his appointment 
as current agent is acknowledged……..…… donated by Scott DeWolfe 

Punch Cups (4), English white ironstone, Ceres 
shape, part of our concerted effort to collect a single 
“pattern” of ironstone for the Centre House dining 
room and kitchen period spaces. South Union trustee 
Urban Johns traveled to Louisville by rail in April 

1862 on a buying trip. In May, the items he purchased for the community were delivered by train, and brought to the vil-
lage by wagon. A significant portion of the $360.00 shipment was dishes. The museum chose the Ceres shape ironstone 
because it became available in 1859 and was a favorite in American households. Archaeologically, white ironstone is by far 
the most commonly discovered ceramic at South Union.…….……………………….....……....donated by Bill and Carol Lancaster 
 

South union innovation 
 

One of the most unique restoration projects South Union Shaker Village has ever  
attempted has just been completed, thanks to the efforts of Bill Kratts. In 1872, Sanford 
J. Russell invented a sash balance mechanism to open and close windows and to hold 
them in place without the use of props or weights. Russell had joined the Shakers at 
South Union earlier that year and the community marketed the sash balance as one of 
their products throughout the 1870s. 
 

Earlier this year, Bill Kratts asked if he might make a sand mold of one of the original 
brass plates that covered the gear mechanism. Bill was able to replicate the plate, craft the 
gears, and purchased brass pulley wheels to mount at the top of the window. Julie Kratts 
ably assisted and finished the project by fashioning tassels at the end of the ropes, just like 
the originals. The reproduction Sanford Russell sash 
balances have now been installed on all four of the 
windows in the Centre House meeting room. Thank 
you Bill Kratts, Julie Kratts, John Arney, and Caleb 
Johnson for recreating South Union history. 
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The engraving at left was published in the April 25, 1874 issue 
of Scientific American. At right is an original brass plate from a 

sash balance, discovered archaeologically at South Union. 
Impressed in the eagle-shaped plate is “SHAKERS, PTD 1872.” 



 

Help light up south union! 
Many years ago, South Union Shaker Village installed electrified copper lanterns on 
chamfered wooden posts around the Centre House. Following the lead of the Shaker 
Village of Pleasant Hill’s early restoration, these lanterns served to light up the  
landscape during evening events and also supply some degree of security around the 
building. As we have grown and added additional historic buildings, we now see the 
need to light up the rest of our historic site. We contacted Jerry Wallin of Wallin’s 
Forge, maker of the original lanterns, and he agreed to create ten new ones for us. 
 
Plans are to have lanterns mounted in front of the 1875 Grain Barn entrance, the 
1846 Ministry Shop gates, 1818 Meeting House gates, and the three entrances to the 
1854 Wash House. If you would like to help fund this illuminating  project, a  
donation of $650.00 will ensure one copper lantern and post can be installed.  
Contact Tommy Hines if interested: director@SouthUnionShakerVillage.com  

 

 

Civil war Exhibit 
The museum’s newest exhibit will focus on a topic that further  
broadens the scope of history at South Union. “Are These Not  
Perilous Times: South Union Shakers and the Civil War,” examines 
the years between 1861 and 1865, using manuscript material from 
the journal of Eldress Nancy Moore and the daily record kept by the  
Ministry. Topics range from the wartime hardships faced by the 
Shakers to the encounters that they had with everyone from  
common soldiers to notable generals.  
 
Objects in the exhibit were originally owned by soldiers with whom 
the Shakers met or wrote about in their journals. Eldress Nancy 
Moore wrote about the murder of 1st Lt. William C. Burgher in  
Russellville, Kentucky. Burgher’s sword and photograph will be on 
display, as will objects belonging to some of the soldiers who were 
part of Terry’s Texas Rangers. They visited South Union in 1861 
and 1862. 

 
This project is supported with funding from the Kentucky Historical 
Society. For more information, see history.ky.gov. Funding was also 
provided by Rex and Suzi Burgher Payne and the objects in the 
exhibit were donated by them. We also want to acknowledge the 
invaluable expertise of our exhibit consultant, Nicky Hughes, and 
the beautiful work of our designer, Dianne Howerton. 

 
 
 

Welcome sylvi 

SUSV would like to welcome our newest staff member, Sylvi Alexander. 
Sylvi will serve as Operations Assistant and manage the gift shop. A native 
of South Carolina, Sylvi is a watercolor artist and comes to us with retail 
management experience. She, along with her husband and five-year-old 
daughter, live in Franklin, Kentucky. We are fortunate to have someone in 
this role who is not only great with customers but one who brings style and  
expertise to our historic site! 
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South union Shaker Village  

Board of Directors 
 

Brent Stinnett, President  
Thomas Bouldin, Vice President  
Emily Perkins Sharp, Secretary  

Mike Hughes, Treasurer  
Sandra Barrow  
Rick DuBose 
Leah Eckley  

Vicki Hawkins Fitch 
Sheila Flener  

Dr. Dawn Hall  
Judy Milliken  
Jackson Pryor  

Emily Perkins Sharp 
Eileen Starr  

Lucas Wetton  
Travis Wilson  

O 
 
 

South union Shaker Village  

advisory committee 
 

Edie Bingham, Emeritus 
Jeffrey Clark  

Richard H. C. Clay 
Ashley McAnulty  

John C. Perkins Jr.  
Mike Robbins  

Margy Thomas, Emeritus  
Ridley Wills III 

O 
 
 

South union Shaker Village  
Staff members 

 

Tommy Hines 
Executive Director 

 
Sally Givens Rogers 

Curator Collections & Development 
 

Sylvi Alexander 
Operations Assistant  

 
Johnny Miller 

Maintenance & Restoration  
 

Jobi Givens  
Susan Lyons Hughes 

Julie Kratts 
Nancy McAvoy  

Ron Hartley 
 Docents 
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Thank you for your donation  
 

General Fund 
Edie Bingham—$7.000.00 
Anonymous—$1,000.00 

Richard and Carol Switzer—$500.00 
Jean Balance—$350.00 

John Campbell—$200.00 
Ken Hatcher—$60.00 
Diane Heise—$40.00 

Marianne Gezzar—$20.00 
 

Restricted Funds 
Thomas Moody Estate—$10,000.00 (Centre House shutter project) 

Bill and Julie Kratts—undisclosed amount for electrical projects 
John and Linda Tanner—$1,000.00 (collections) 

Key Bender—$500.00 (Centre House shutter project) 
 

Event Sponsors 
Atmos Energy—$1,000.00 for Holiday Market 

Logan Aluminum—$500.00 for Holiday Market 
Logan Aluminum—$500.00 for Shake, Ride & Roll  

LTC Connect—$500.00 for Farm to Table  
Brent Stinnett—$500.00 for Shaker Breakfast  
Pinnacle Bank—$500.00 for Shaker Breakfast  

First Southern National Bank- $500.00 for Shaker Breakfast  
Sam and Sheila Flener—$450.00 for Holiday Market  

 
Grants  

Josephine Ardery Foundation—$10,000.00 (shutter replication) 
Kentucky Historical Society / America250—$9,725.00 (Civil War exhibit)  

 
Special Contributions 

LuAnn Ferguson and Randy Johns in memory of Tom Moody 
Rex and Suzi Burgher Payne in memory of Eloise Hadden  

Recent plaster work completed on the interior of the Wash House, center room, main level  



 

 

 

South Union Shaker Village 

PO Box 177, Auburn, Kentucky  42206       
                                                                                

Website: SouthUnionShakerVillage.com     Phone: 270-542-4167    Facebook: South Union Shaker Village   
                 Instagram: southunionsv        
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Fall Farm to Table in the Grain Barn 
Saturday, September 20, 6:30 p.m.  

Reservations required 

Shaker Breakfast  
Saturday, November 1,  
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  
Reservations required 

SUSV Holiday Market 
Friday, December 5, 6:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. 

Preview Party, reservations required 
 

Saturday, December 6, 9:00 a.m.— 4p.m. 
Admission is a canned food item 

Candlelight Christmas Farm to Table 
Saturday, December 13, 6:30 p.m. 

South Union Hotel 
Reservations required  


