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Restoration in progress!  
 

South Union has experienced an amazing amount of restoration in 2024 
and there is more to come! One of our biggest projects is taking place in 
the 1854 Wash House. Thanks to a gift from Brian Lankford, we are  
working on restoring the main level of the building. Reproduction floating 
panel jambs are currently being installed (right), which will be followed by 
replacement trim. Interior doors have also been replicated by Vintage  
Millworks of Fairview, Tennessee, and they will soon be put in place.  
 

Since the last newsletter we have also: 
 

¶  Completed in-depth restoration projects on two additional rooms 
 in the 1824 Centre House, including plasterwork, replicating  

 missing  trim, painting walls and ceilings, cleaning and waxing 
 work surfaces 
 

¶  Painted the exterior woodwork on the 1917 Shaker Store, using a
 paint color discovered through microscopic analysis  

 

¶  Began the restoration of windows on the façade of the 1869 South 
 Union Hotel, thanks to funding from Wayne & Dottie Metcalf 

 

¶  Continued to restore 1824 Centre House windows 
 

¶  Replicated three missing windows for the 1854 Wash House, two cellar level and one large window in the  
 buildingôs ñboiler room,ò thanks to funding from Ernie & Elaine Ezell 
  

¶  Painted several spaces within the 1824 Centre House in colors discovered through microscopic analysis, revealing 
 a vivid yellow-gold and red-orange color palette from the early 1830s. Project was funded by Ernie & Elaine Ezell 

 

¶  Laid a partial walk to the 1869 Sistersô Privy with limestone slabs donated by John Ridley. Project funded by Kay 
 Bender 

 

¶  Completed a major electrical project that included an upgrade of service in the 1824 Centre House, the addition 
 of a dedicated heat source for the gift shop, hot water in the Centre House restrooms, concealed outlets in closets, 
 and the capacity for expanding the electrical system in the Centre House. Project funded by Bill and Julie Kratts 

 
Thank you to our donors and to our craftspeople! 

  



 

Volunteer of the year  
 

Each year, South Union Shaker Village  honors someone who  
exemplifies the volunteer spirit of our museum founder, Deedy Hall. 
The 2024 Volunteer of the Year was Jobi Givens, White House,  
Tennessee. Jobi works in the gift shop every Wednesday and has a 
great rapport with shoppers. She also accomplishes a long list of tasks 
when not busy with customers, including painting museum platforms, 
polishing silver and performing various cleaning projects. Jobi has also 
led childrenôs tours when called upon! She is also a fine photographer 
and supplies images that we sell in the gift shop as postcards. We are 
most appreciative of our volunteers and wish to thank Jobi Givens for 
all the many good things she brings to South Union. 

 

Volunteer opportunities  
 

South Union Shaker Village has a terrific corps of volunteers who are 
consistently onsite on a weekly basis. We are very appreciative of Susan 
Lyons Hughes, Julie Kratts, Nancy McAvoy, and Bill Kratts. There are 
also many others who help with events and other projects. If youôd like 
to volunteer at South Union Shaker Village, we will find a place for 
you! Contact Sally Rogers to find out more at  
info@southunionshakervillage.com  

 
 

In memory  
 

South Union Shaker Village lost two long-time friends this year, both of whom made a 
significant difference at the museum. Jeanne Weaver (right) was an antique dealer from 
Morgantown, Indiana, who visited the museum for the first time back in the late 
1980s. She noticed while here that we were using white cotton sheets on the beds in 
period rooms and suggested that we use linen, which she brought to us on her next 
visit. Jeanne came back to South Union many times over the years, always bringing 
something for us to make our exhibits better. Jeanne made the last 460 mile round trip 

to South Union in 2015, after which she felt she 
could no longer make the journey. Jeanne Weaver 
passed away in May, just six weeks prior to her 100th 
birthday. She was a great friend to all of us at South 
Union Shaker Village. 
 

Tom Moody (left) served as president of the SUSV 
Board of Directors from 2008-2011 and was on the 
board for eight years. He was a church musician, a former teacher, and an avid historian 
and genealogist. Tomôs insatiable interest in and knowledge of local history was an asset 
to South Union and to his hometown of Franklin, Kentucky, where he worked with the 
Simpson County Historical Society. Tomôs home in Franklin was filled with objects, art, 
printed material, and manuscripts related to his family history and to the history of the 
region. You will note in our list of recent acquisitions on page 4 that Tom left a fine of 
collection of South Union Shaker objects to the museum, all acquired in the 1920s by 
his family. Tom Moody passed away in February and is missed by the countless people 
who knew and loved him. 
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Tommy Hines presents Jobi Givens with the 2024 Deedy 
Hall Volunteer of the Year Award at the annual Shaker 

Breakfast in November. 



A SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL APPEAL 
 
Many, many thanks to those who contributed to our 2024 annual appeal, which was launched in April. Our goal 
was $35,600.00 and we received donations in the amount of $35,765.00!  This yearôs theme, ñCelebrating 250 
Years of Shakers in America,ò commemorated a momentous anniversary, one where we acknowledged the  
ongoing work of the Shakers at Sabbathday Lake, Maine, and the long history of the sectôs southernmost  

community at South Union, Kentucky. Your donation helps continue those preservation efforts. 
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To $99 
Nicole Marrero  
Dennis and Lori Gentz  
David and Sandra Kinser  
Patrick Lee Lucas  
Diane Heise  
Rick and Carol DuBose  
Jo Helen Havener  
Catherine Nash  
Mike and Mary Nash  
Renee and Patrick Kilgore  
Jean and Mark Reynolds 
Scott and Bonnie Eilers  
Janet Schwarzkopf  
Sandra Barrow  
Mary Miller Boyd in memory of Carl B. Boyd Jr. 
Sue Brooks  
Roger and Margaret Futrell  
Larry Myers  
Patty Clendennen  
David Coleman  
Richard Schachtsiek  
Tommy Hines Sr.  
Melanie E. Champniss  
 
100.00-249.00 
Pat and Mary Allen  
Bob and Linda Pulsinelli  
Drs. James Beattie and Marie Michelson  
Tommy Hines Jr.  
Richard H. C. Clay  
Martha and Jim Sawyer  
Matthew Collin Bailey  
Sandra Oberhausen  
Dale and Beth Clark 
J. Macklin and Sharon Cox  
Jan and Jim Bohannon  
William Ridley Wills II 
Steven and Marilyn Thore  
Pamela L. Lewis  
Donna Hill  
Dick and Betty Crabtree  

250.00-499.99 
Scott Gilbert and Beth Hester  
David and Laura Harper Lee 
Mike and Leigh Harper 
Kenneth Hatcher  
Vicki Fitch  
Mike Robbins  
Glenn and Marianne Rogers  
Robert and Patricia Burton  
Kay Bender  
William and Tracey Johnson  
 
500.00-999.00 
John C. Perkins, Jr.  
Susan Taylor and Andy Loving  
C. Tracey and Kim Parks  
George and Darlene Kohrman  
Currie and Judy Milliken  
Thomas Bouldin  
Rex and Suzy Payne  
John W. Ridley  
Dick and Carol Switzer  
Reed Law Group  
Wayne and Dottie Metcalf   
Donald and Lillian Riley  
Lois Madden 
 
1000.000 - $2,499.00 
Anonymous  
Alan and Adrienne Dieball 
Mary Lucy Franklin  
Sam and Sheila Flener  
Reginal J. Widick   
Jeff Clark and Marion Jackson  
Tom and Emily Perkins Sharp  
 
4,000.00 
Ridely Wills III      
  
5,000.00 
Susannah Scott-Barnes      
Brian Lankford      

    



 

4 

recent acquisitions  
 
Manuscript Letter, 1875 
From SU Shaker Jackson McGown to E. D. Hicks, Nashville, concerning business related to cattle. McGown used South 
Union letterhead that includes a lithograph of the patented sash balance the Shakers were marketing during the period. 
§ Purchased with acquisition endowment funds 

 
Shaker Theology, 1879 (right) 
First edition, by South Union Elder Harvey Eads, inscribed by the 
author to Mary Whitcher, February 1st, 1889, Canterbury, New 
Hampshire. Book also includes a paper label ñSunday Library, No. 7, 
Shaker Village, N.H.ò 
§ Purchased with acquisition endowment funds 

 
The Kentucky Revival, 1808 
First edition, by Richard McNemar, Union Village, Ohio  
 

Childôs Chair, ca. 1860 
Kentucky origin, with features similar to South Union craftsmanship 
§  Donated by Alan and Misha Glendening 

 
Rocking Chair, ca. 1840 
Maple and ash, classic SU chair form, rare barrel-shaped finials,  
replaced seat, room number stamped into the front posts, purchased by family at 1922 South Union auction  
 

Side Table, ca. 1850 
Cherry and poplar, one-drawer, classic SU leg turnings from 
mid-19th century, purchased by family at 1922 SU auction  
 

Bureau, ca. 1850 (right) 
Cherry and poplar, four drawer chest with typical SU  
construction and design but the first in the collection with a 
larger top drawer, indicating a transition in style due to  
period, purchased by family in Logan County  
 

Plates (3), ca. 1870 
Blue Willow pattern, purchased by family at 1922 South  
Union auction  
 

Manuscript, 1877 
Postcard from South Union Trustee Urban Johns to George 
C. Harris (great-grandfather of donor), Franklin, Kentucky, 
declining Harrisô offer to sell grapes to the Shakers 
§  Estate of Thomas L. Moody, Franklin, Kentucky  

 
Whale Oil Lamps, ca. 1840 
Four whale oil lamps purchased for period rooms that are 
interpreted to the late 1840s and early 1850s. Part of an  
on-going effort to provide authenticity to our period spaces 
with the use of primary sources and archaeology. 
§ Purchased with acquisition endowment funds 
 


